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Magiſtrates and People of 


NOR VWICK- 


Relation of your Proceedings againfs your peaceable 
Neighbours called Quakers, coming to our View, we, 
in the pure Fear of Almighty Ged ſeriouſly read and 
Conſidered the ſame;, and we fi:d them ſo contrary to 
the Command of God and our Lord fejus Chrift, and the De. 
Frine and Pratfice of the holy Apoſtles and primztive Chriſtians, 
That we are really Sorry that you ſhould be found in ſuch a Work, 
whe do profeſs Chriſt }eſns to be your Lora;& the holy Command, 

yen by him, mentsned in the haly Scriptures to be your Rule 
and God to be your Father, &e. : 

We deſire youin the Tender Love of God, ſeriouſly to conſider 
how contrary theſe your proceedings are to the Command of Al- 
mighty God, whoſe expreſs Command is, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf, thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt 
him, thou ſhalt not covet his Ox nor his Als, nor any thing 
that is his, cc. 

And alſo conſider how contrary theſe your proceedings are to 
the Command of ouy Lord and Saviour Feſws Chriſt, whoſe Un. 
alterable Command is to all Chriftiansto love one another, and 
20t only ſs, but alſo to love their Encmics, and to do good un- 
to them, &6. 

And we do deſire you to take notice that Chrifs Feſma hath left 
no Command nor Example for you nor any who do profeſs to be 
his Servants to per ſecute, Jpoyl Geeds and impriſon about Faith, 
Worſhip and Obedience to him \ for Chrift and his Apoſtles did 
never perſecute about Religion ; for True Faith is the Gift of God 
(x the Holy Scripture ſaith) and the Flely Apoſtle ſauh, That 
which is not of Faith is Sin, 4nd alſo ſatth, let every man be 
fully perſwaded in his own Heart, &c. > uv Aid 
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And we do defire you ſeriouſly to conſider and obey the Cos 
rand of Chriſt, wh: ſairh, Whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do unto you, do ye even fo unto them, 

= This Rule of doing as you would be done by, uſeth to be highly 
Commended in Words in England, and by manycaked the Golden 
Rule : We dofrom the Bottom of our Hearts deſire that the Mas» 
giftrates, Teachers and People of England and all Nations, may 
Comme to the Prafice of this Golden Rule. 

We ds alſo defire you to confider that God almighty is @ pure 
Fountain of Love ( as the Holy Apefile ſaith) and he alſo ſauth, 
They who dwcl{ in God, they dwell in Love: Love in Man- 
kind one unto another is the fulfilling of the Law of Godin them ;, 
Love ( ſaith the Holy Apoſtle ) thinketh no Evil; it doth nor 
behave it ſelf unſeerly or uncomely; but your ſpoiling the Goods 
of your peaceable Neighbours, and smpriſoning ſome of them(en- 
ly for waiting upon God, and fer wor ſhipping him as he doth teach 
and command them by hit good Spirit which he hath promiſed, 
& given to lead his People into all Truth) is certataly highly 
diſpleaſing unto Almighty Ged,and of an il Savour and uncome: 
ly 1 the Sight of all Tender-hearted People, who come to hear of 
your Harſh and UrChrijtian Proceedings againſt your peaceable 
and induſtrious Neighbours, and therefore in Tender Love to 
your Immorta! Souls we do deſire you to deſiſt from ſuch Proctee. 
dings ;, fer verily, if theſe procecdings be not unfeignedly reper. 
ted of, and forſaken, they will certainly brings the Wrath of God 
#pon you. Ohbconſider ſeriouſly the time haſtens, wherein you 
muſh give an Account to Almszhty God for your Derds done in 
the Body, and muſt receive a Reward accordingly; to him we 
do leave you,and truly deſi; e that you may be found in theſe things 
which may plegſe him, that his Bleſſing "may be upon you in this 
World and that which 1s to Come, 


London, the 11th of 
the 8th Moneth, John Oſgood, 
2676. William Mead, 


William Shewen, 
William Gibſon, Henry Snooke, 
James Claypoel, Gilbert Latie, 
Philip Ford, Arthur Cooke. 
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The Relations of the Sufferings of the People of 
Goacalled Quakers i» Norwich are as follow. 


N the 1ſt of -the Moneth called arch laſt, Fohn Sha- 

pe2 jun, for being at a peaceable Meeting to wait upen 
God, in Norwich, the 27th of the 12th Moneth laſt, had taken 
frem him, by one Beak and Fohn Stone Conſtables, by War- 
rant from Fohn Adanſer then Mayor, Fohn Tennyſon & Charlcs 
Tennyſon Informers, . 5 pair of Shoes called Flyers and a Cake 
of Tallow. 

Ditto Fohn Fedman, for being at the fame Meeting, had 
__ = him, by Williem Poole Conſtable, Goods worth 

$, 6d. 

Fohn Dilerance, for the ſame Cauſe.had Goods taken worth 
10s, fora Finejof 55s. by Edward Truk Conſtable, William 
Cheſſen Overſeer, and Tho. Leman Church- warden. 

Ditto, Anthony Alexander, for being at the fame Mecting, 
was fined for himſelf, and the third part of 201. for the Houle, 
and had as many Splightings or Hides taken out of his Fats: as 
were worth 81, 17 5, 

Note, Eraſmus Cooper entering Anthony's Honſe, in 4 
ſuddain ſurprizing manner, ſaid to the Man's Wife, who was 
big with Child, He came to ſeize all ſhe had for the King : She 
ſaia,. That was hard, to ſeize all for 7 1.,Fine : He replyed, He 
would not leave her a Bed to lie on : And he went rothe Shop 
Door, and finding it locks, he fetcht a Pickax, and broak3t 0- 
pen, and he and the reft of his Companions were ſo, Cruel and 
Unneighbourly, that it cauſed Tears ts trickle down the Checks 
of ſome of the Netghbours, who beheld them; the Names of has 
Aſſiftants are Nic, Becket Conſtable, Robert Clarke Ward:#, 
Edward Cullier Overſeer, Edw. Makins and Richard Pyc. 


Inthe third Moncth laſt the ſameOfficers accompanyed with 
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two dther (viz.) Iſaacs Wolfill and Nath. Ponder Overſeers, 


went into the Yard of the laid Anthony Alexarderyprivately 
by the Crick Side in a Boat,with a Warrant from Fohn Xanſer 
Mayor and Francis Bacon Steward, for the third Part of 20], 
being a Fine impoſed on him for the Cauſe aforeſaid, for which 
they took {even Dozen of Calf- Skins worth 81. 8s. and com- 
manded his Man to a{l:iſt them to pull the Ware out of the 
Fatts, which he refuſing to do, they gave him abuſive Words; 
HAntheny ſaid, It was unreaſonable to require the Man to aſſift 
2n taking bus Maſter's Goods from him; Robert Clarke anſwered, 
They were their Goods, | 
Robert Hutchiſon on the 4th of the 5th Moncth laft, for be- 
Ing at a Mecting,had Houſheld-Goods taken away to the Va- 
luc of above 7 s. by Warrant from The. Checkering Mayor, - 
by Richard Lusbrooke and Fobn Allen Conſtables, and Fohn: 
Freeman Warden, and Chriftopher Haftcad Overſeer, 

Samuel Dancon in the Fth Moneth laſt had taken from him 
for meeting to worſhip God, Houtfhold-Goods and Wares to 
the Value of 427. 195. 5d. by Warrants figned by Francs 
Bacoz and Fohn Manſer Mayor ; and John Crow and Gamaliel 
Sugden Wardens, Tho, Southgate Jun. Edward Mayhew O- 
verſeers, Wiltiam Pool pretended Conſtable, Charles Tenny- 
ſor Informer, Tho. Giddens Carter, The, Woods, Fohn Brown 


and Roberr Phebce, Helpers together with the Hangman. 


Note, The aforeſaid Officers took, Poſſeſſion of Samuel Dun- 
con's Houſe, andthere kept Night and Day, from ſevemth Day 
inthe Afternoon till the ſecond Day in the Afternoon, leading a- 
way his Goods, at if they had been their own, and breaking up 
Lecks at their Pleaſure, keeping Samuel's Wife, who was big 
with Child, as 4 Priſoner #ii her own Houſe the firſs Night, not 
ſuffering hey ro ſpeak with any ſo mnch as at the Door, nor any 
30 Come to ber, till ſome of the Magiſtrates being ſpoken to abate 
it (for Shame and Cry of the People) ordered it. 

And the Reader may take Notice of the Infolency and Vile- 
neſs of one of the aforeſaid Informers, who boaſtingly ſaid, 
He would make the' Mayor wait upon him 4s often as be would 


nt bes Pleaſure ; Ohaſad Ages that ſuch ungodly, vile, idle, 
| y | P ro- 


prophane Men ſhould be encouraged thus to vaunt themſelves 
againſt, or rather over the Magiſtrates of this Nation, whoſe - 
Sword in Juftice ought to be a Terror unto-them,. they being 
Evil-doers 1n the Sight of the juſt God, who: hates Oppreſſion, 
and in the Sight of juſt Men; andit's to be lamented, that un«. 
der-Officers are forced to proceed in making Havock of their 
peaccable Neighbours Goods againft their Confeiences, to fa. 
tisfie thoſe greedy Informers;as witneſs the afore-ſaid: Pool Con- 
ſtable, when he went with the Informer to the Meeting in Nor- 
wich the 16th of thegthMonth,& hearing theTruth declared,he- 
crycd with Tears in his Eyes; #hat ſhalt 1 do ? I know. the Pow- 
er of God <4-among yer , and told the Informer, That if there were 
a Curſe hung over. any People upon the Earth, it was over the Iu- 
formers, and faidto'S,*D, afterwards, That he cenfeſt he' had 
ſouned againſt bis Conſcience in doing what he did. 

And Nete further, that ſince the taking of the ſaid Samuel 
Duncon's Goeds, John. Tennyſon one of the ſaid Informers 1s laid 
up in Priſon upon an Execution for Þebt ; ard he hath confeſ# he 
ever proſpered. ſince he took.in Hand that Work » and. uid, he 
knew 19t what to do, and ſaid, if he were at Liberty, he would 
never meddle more: So People may ſee how badly hu iff gotten 
Goods proſper with him... | 

Note, John Crow wou'd n4t ſuffer an Account to be taken of 
the Goods he andthe reſt of them took away of Samuel D-ncon's, 
but when a XM1an was taking an Acconnt, be [1 natched it from hums 
and put it in his Pocket, and the ſaid Crow finding Samuel Dun - 
con's Shop ſet open the ſecond Day in the Morning, ſhut it up- 
again himPfelf, thus atting like Plunderers in Tome of War,wbich 
is a Shame to Magiſtrates, that they ſhould ſuffer ſuch Things in 
Times of Peace. - 

Since the other Account; Nich. Becket Conftable; Robert 
Clarke and Robert Sellers Wardens, Nathanael Ponder Over - 
ſeer, by Warrant from Tho, Chickering Mayor (for a Fine of 
10Pound tmpoſed'vpon Arrborry Alexander for the Mecting- 
heuſe)did with the Help of: Andrew Cooper and #illiam Dray- 
ton, carry away from the ſaid Anthony hiſteen Splitings, worth 


91, 155, four Horſe-Hides, worth 11. 10, and eleaven. 
| Covple. 
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” Some Part of the Goeds that were taken away were bought by 
theſe Perſons following, | | 
Mary Cumbey of Gregory's Pariſh bought ſix Cuſhions , 
which'coft 3 5, 64. a piccegfor 3 5. 64. the Widdow Crane 
of Giles's, and Edward Cook's Wife of the ſame, and one Ea- 
ton a Cobler's Wife in Gregory's Pariſh, and one Bernard a 
Sch ool-maſter bought ſeveral of the ſaid Goods, 


will I ariſe (ſauththe Lord) 1 will ſer him in Safety from him 


. For the Ea of the Poor, for the Sighing of the Needy,now 


that puffeth at him, Plal. 12.5. 
For the Needy ſhall not alway be forgatten, the Expetation of the 
Poor ſhall not periſh ferever, | 


> - 2 


D » 
5 "0% 7. - 
STELCED 
CY: 
{5 
iN 
yp 
9 "4 
*1\ 
ap "a 


